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Returning to New Zealand after a 
decade in Hong Kong, the Inglis family 
found the perfect spot in Christchurch.
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THERE’S AN OLD CHINESE PROVERB 
that says “a book tightly shut is but a block of 
paper”. Well, there’s nothing shut about the 
Inglis’ Eastern-influenced ‘book’, otherwise 
known as a 90-year-old Christchurch bungalow 
overflowing with stories of travel and 
adventure. Every corner is like a gorgeously 
curated page from a Feng Shui coffee-table book 
– one you cannot help but get absorbed in.

When the time came for Kris and Georgie 
Inglis to return home with their three 
children after 11 years in Hong Kong, they 
knew Christchurch was the place they wanted 
to settle. And once they found their 1920s 
bungalow by Heathcote Helmore, they also 
found that they had accumulated all they 
needed to turn the house into a home reflecting 
their lives so far. In one short year they have 
transitioned from rented apartment living on 
a high-density Asian island to a leafy green 
suburb in New Zealand – and they are loving it. 

Georgie’s style is a heady mix of colour, design 
and sophistication. Over the years she has 
collected antique pieces and modern ceramics, 
as well as some pretty impressive art works.  
The culmination is considered, yet adventurous. 
It’s also refreshing to see great design that isn’t • 

In one short year they have transitioned from 
rented apartment living on a high-density Asian 
island to a leafy green suburb in New Zealand – 
and they are loving it.

ABOVE The entranceway 
opens up to sun-drenched, 
open-plan family spaces. 
The dining area is one of 
these, featuring Georgie’s 
love of old and new design. 
LEFT Max sits in the 
upcycled pink tartan chair 
originally from NOOD. 
The coffee table in front of 
him is from Belle Interiors, 
and the side table is from 
Everyday Needs. 
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in every homeware store or reproduced from  
the latest over-exposed trends. 

Georgie’s use of colour is also notable. Colour 
can easily stump renovators; people can get 
overwhelmed with too much choice, making it 
too tempting to opt for the safe options of white 
or neutrals. Georgie went for no such thing. Her 
house has a concise colour palette plucked from 
the many art pieces adorning the walls in every 
room. “We have been collecting homewares on 
our travels for years and subconsciously  
I must have chosen colours that all fit together,” 
she says. “Our art has been an inspiration for 
paint colours and furnishing fabrics,” Georgie 
continues, while leaning back on one of the 
dusty pink tartan wool-upholstered chairs that 
she upcycled herself. 

The soft pink mirrors that in an old woman’s 
shirt depicted in the five-metre artwork by 
Hong Kong artist Yeung Tong Lung – as well 
as in a curvy Burmese urn. The geometric 
triangles in the family room rug and trim of the 
sliding door separating the entrance from the 
living area feature the same pink tone. Other 
colours in Georgie’s exotic palette include a 
deep peacock blue, a washed-out muddy green, 
glowing mustard tones and deep olives. • 

ABOVE The black walls 
of the TV room form the 
perfect backdrop for art 
and curios, as well as 
providing a cosy space for 
the kids to chill out on the 
sofa from Belle Interiors. 
The rug is from CRONZ. 
OPPOSITE Original 
built-in joinery was given 
new life by being painted 
in Dulux Patea; the hue 
plucked from the art on 
the wall. 
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“The house was cold and dark before 
the renovation and now it is light, 
sunny and warm. It’s brilliant.”

 Georgie says that this has always been her 
favoured set of colour combinations. “I’m very 
much an autumn girl. I love all the washed-out 
tones but also enjoy pairing them with stronger 
and deep shades,” she says.  

Georgie is also very much a Feng Shui girl. 
Her training in this, coupled with 14 years 
in the fashion industry, is apparent in the 
way her collections are curated – and in the 
reorganisation of the home’s layout. “The  
house was cold and dark before the renovation 
and now it is light, sunny and warm – it’s 
brilliant,” she says. “It is about 90 years old  
so, like all houses from that era, the kitchen  
was in the southern corner with the north-
facing aspect occupied by a spare bedroom, 
formal sitting and dining room – meaning a 
third of the house was under-utilised, while 
housing the best view.” 

The four-month renovation has turned a 
rabbit warren of an interior – one that the 
children were actually scared of! – into a 
thoughtfully laid-out and well-proportioned 
home. “We moved the kitchen from the 
southern to the north-eastern side, knocked  
out a wall to make open-plan kitchen/dining 
and the dining room became a cosy TV room. • 

KITCHEN AND 
SCULLERY The organic 
feel of the Portuguese 
Marjoram tiles adds 
texture to this striking 
kitchen, with its well-
proportioned details and 
dark oak finish. There is 
more than enough room 
for essentials like a Rocket 
coffee machine, while 
leaving space to munch on 
afternoon tea after school. 
Georgie worked closely 
with kitchen designer 
Davinia Sutton to achieve 
the look and feel that she 
was after. 

HOMES
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The four-month renovation has turned a rabbit 
warren of an interior – one that the children 
were actually scared of! – into a thoughtfully 
laid-out and well-proportioned home. 

MASTER BEDROOM 
A pale grey softens this 
light-infused room, with 
texture provided by a 
wooden and steel side 
table, a Danish light picked 
up on travels and assorted 
cushions from Interiors 
by Lume and Pony Rider.
KIDS’ BEDROOMS  
These rooms are each the 
reflection of the occupant’s 
personality. Jonty’s is high 
on adventure, featuring 
wallpaper depicting 
a mountain scene. 
Meanwhile Lulu’s room 
is soft and girly, with its 
large doll house and soft 
toys. OPPOSITE The 
elegant wooden shelving 
and palm in the master 
ensuite help to add to 
the resort-like feel of the 
room. The bath is from 
Oakley’s and the towel  
is from Citta Design.
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The incredibly-designed 
outdoor area features  
a re-sealed tennis court, 
paths leading to a babbling 
stream, outdoor swings 
and two distinct areas for 
entertaining and family time. 

OUTDOOR LIVING  
Built-in seating has the 
dual function of blocking 
wind and providing a 
sheltered space for the 
family to relax. The large 
Kaizuka (cloud tree) has 
been topiaried to add to the 
Asian feel that is apparent 
throughout this home. 
OPPOSITE A three-piece 
outdoor furniture set from 
McKenzie Willis makes 
this the perfect outdoor 
room. Kris and Georgie 
consulted with Henry 
Blakely Landscapes  
for planting advice and  
layout ideas. 

“We followed the roofline in the entrance  
and put in a skylight to bring in light. We  
also put skylights in the veranda on the  
north side to bring light into the kitchen/ 
dining area. We also added ensuites to the 
master and spare bedrooms.”  

In other words: a lot of work. Yet, there  
is no evidence of this mammoth effort,  
perhaps due to that Feng Shui training.  
Today the house flows effortlessly, with 
everything thoughtfully orchestrated.

The outside also underwent a huge 
renovation, with Kris at the helm. The 
incredibly-designed outdoor area features  
a re-sealed tennis court, paths leading  
to a babbling stream, outdoor swings and  
two distinct areas for entertaining and  
family time. Here too there are flourishes  
of Asia, but with a very Kiwi twist. A wood  
fire and built-in barbecue, with their 
surrounding glass windbreaks, topiary bushes 
and trees work together to make the garden 
into an extension of the internal living areas.

Today the Inglis’s home, like any good book, 
is hard to turn away from. And there will be 
plenty more chapters to add to this story in 
years to come.  
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT Sinker (design 1) ceramic wall hanging by Darryl Frost pendant, $135, soeurdesign.com. Arnold circus 
stool in sage, $230, everyday-needs.com. No.5 fringed cushion covers in coral and ochre, $69.90 each, cittadesign.com. Z1 jersey 
lampshade by Ay Illuminate, $995, indiehomecollective.com. Kentia palm, $190, palmers.co.nz. Whitewashed terracotta urn, $129, 
indiehomecollective.com. Perno coffee table, $1250, belleinteriors.co.nz. African Marka mask, $435, indiehomecollective.com. Replica 
Platner chair, $1150, homage.co.nz. Walls in Dulux Victoriana, Dulux Cook Strait, dulux.co.nz. 

Art and objects tell tales of 
years spent in Asia, inspiring 
a rich colour palette for this 
Christchurch family home. 

DESIGN DETAILS 3

AT A GLANCE

The project: Kris and Georgie Inglis 
transformed this 1920s bungalow in 
Christchurch into a functional family 
home with an Asian-Kiwi feel for 
themselves and their three children, 
Jonty (11), Lulu (8) and Max (6).

Any advice to people wanting to 
incorporate the art of Feng Shui into 
their own home? Feng Shui is about 
maximising the positive energy in a 
space, while minimising the negative 
energy. Making your house clutter-free is 
a positive first step, before considering 
the air and light quality so plants and 
sunlight can purify the space. These 
things are a good start – but it does get 
a bit more complex from there, so best 
to seek the help of a trained practitioner 
if you want to go further!

Would you tackle a project this  
big again? As a designer, I’m keen  
for new work opportunities, so  
another big project would not be  
out of the question! 

MORE OUTDOOR LIVING The covered veranda and outdoor fireplace provide many areas to create different spaces and relax in. These are two of Georgie’s 
favourites, with accessories and seating from local design store Corcovardo.
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